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ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

33RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY

16 – 22 SEPTEMBER 2012, LOMBOK, INDONESIA

 
MESSAGE  BY H.E. MR. CHOUMMALY SAYASONE, 

PRESIDENT OF THE LAO PDR
Your Excellency Dr. Marzuki Alie, Speaker of the Indonesian House of Representatives and President of AIPA 33, 

Your Excellencies Speakers of Parliaments, Heads of AIPA Member, Special Observer and Observer Delegations,

Honourable Members of Parliaments,

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is my great pleasure to be informed about the proceedings of the 33rd General Assembly of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) to take place in Lombok, the beautiful and famous tourism’s city of the Republic of Indonesia. On behalf of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic as well as the Lao multi-ethnic people, may I take this significant opportunity to convey my warm greetings and appreciations to all delegations of AIPA members and Observers participating in this important event.
Being aware that on 2nd September 2012, AIPA was established 35 years ago with the purpose to promote solidarity, understanding, close relations and cooperation among Parliaments of ASEAN member countries, AIPA Observers and other parliamentary organizations; and it also marks the 15th Anniversary of the AIPA membership of the National Assembly of Lao PDR.

Throughout the past 35 years, as the people’s representative organ and the legislative body, AIPA member parliaments have actively contributed and supported the activities of ASEAN through the gradual process of evolution. Outstandingly, the ASEAN Charter was ratified in 2008. Based on the substantial materialization of this legal blueprint, ASEAN has now become a vibrant inter-governmental organization in the region setting a lofty goal of establishing an ASEAN Community that consists of three pillars namely: the ASEAN Political-Security Community, the ASEAN Economic Community and the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community to be accomplished by 2015.
Based on the achievements in the political-security, economic and socio-cultural fields according to the policy and performance of ASEAN, in addition with its key strategic status and immense potentials, ASEAN has played the role with higher profile in the international sphere. Many countries around the world, including the organizations at regional and international levels have expressed their intention to enhance the cooperation with ASEAN. Previously, many countries were admitted, and have shown their interests in the accession to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia, and their Ambassadors have been accredited to ASEAN Secretariat. All these have reflected in the external relations under ASEAN mechanisms as its initiatives and centrality such as: ASEAN Regional Forum, ASEAN+1, ASEAN+3, East Asia Summit, and ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting- Plus. These mechanisms have also importantly contributed to the process of establishing an ASEAN Community, as well as the regional architecture.
The ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly has enlarged both quantitatively and qualitatively. AIPA currently comprises of full-pledged member Parliaments from all 10 ASEAN member countries. Furthermore, AIPA has achieved in many aspects mainly: the regular meetings between AIPA and ASEAN leaders, the formulation of a Memorandum of Agreement for the closer relations and cooperation between AIPA and ASEAN, and others… 
Along with these positive successes, AIPA member Parliaments have to increase the coordination with Governments and other organizations in a harmonized manner to jointly discuss about necessary mechanisms and measures aiming at pushing forward the effective implementation of the Initiative for ASEAN Integration and the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity towards building ASEAN as a region of equitable economic development which is one among key goals of establishing the ASEAN Economic Community by 2015. 

I believe that the 33rd General Assembly of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly will be once again an opportunity for our regional Parliamentarians, in particular from the Lao PDR, to share their views and seek for solutions in addressing common concerns of the region as well as their respective countries towards realizing the goals of the ASEAN Community’s establishment by 2015.
I would like to extend my best wishes of good health to all distinguished delegates present in this gathering, and wish the 33rd General Assembly of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly the fruitful deliberation.

Choummaly Sayasone
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